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tion really done eiglit years before, in 1852, by Mr. Avery), and Dieffenbach’s 
operation by osteoplasty with their various later modifications, are all minutely 
and clearly described. The mueo-periosteal flaps if they do not give a bony roof, 
which is very doubtful, do give so firm a roof as to be practically as useful, and is 
not followed by any exfoliation of bone as in osteoplasty. Hence as a rule he 
gives this decidedly the preference. Where both the hard and the soft palate are 
involved he rather leans to a complete operation at once, though most authors 
prefer to close only the hard palate at the first operation. To meet the emergen¬ 
cies of nursing in cleft of the hard palate, lie hits devised an ingenious nipple with 
an artificial roof attached to it. W. W. K. 


Art. XXXIV. — Circular Orders No. 3, War Department, Surgeon-General's 

Office , August 20, 1817. Report on Lister's System of Wound Treatment. 

By Assistant-Surgeon Alfred C. Girard, U. S. A. pp. 12. 

While travelling in Germany and England, Dr. Girard used his opportunities 
for professional observation to most excellent purpose, and has placed not only 
the medical corps of the army, but the entire medical profession, under deep obli¬ 
gations by this modest yet thoroughly useful report. Within twenty minutes’ 
reading he has given the most complete r6sum£ of the application of the antiseptic 
system of surgery that we are acquainted with. Were it possible, we should like 
to see his brief pamphlet reprinted in our leading medical journals, and spread 
broadcast throughout the profession, that no one might be without the opportunity 
of testing its advantages. 

His paper is divided into two parts: in the first he relates the manner in which 
he was convinced of the advantages of the system ; and in the second he gives a 
brief but complete description of the materials used, their mode of preparation 
from the simple means readily found by every one, and the details of their appli¬ 
cation. Somewhat of a sceptic at first by his relations with the opponents of the 
system, he was forced into its support by seeing accumulating evidences of its 
value in travelling from one Lister hospital to another; some of them hospitals 
used for centuries, and hot-beds of infection, in which nearly every case was sure 
to be followed by grave accidents, and every method had failed, till the use of 
Lister's method, with all its precautions, had banished them. Nussbaum, for 
instance, who had lost even eighty per cent, of his patients from pyajmia, has 
seen it absolutely disappear. No one has stated the possibilities of the method 
more clearly, and we believe more truthfully, than the author in the following:— 

“Who, before this, would have fearlessly opened the knee-joint for suppura¬ 
tive arthritis, as I saw done under the spray, the patient recovering in a few days 
with a sound joint V Who would have expected an ovariotomy, with general 
adhesions, in a woman of seventy-five, to heal in eight days without a symptom 
of reaction, or a laparotomy for the liberation of incarcerated peritoneal hernia in 
a moribund patient healing in six days, or a resection of the ulna in nine days V 
I observed several hip-joint resections recovering in the most favourable manner, 
numbers of compound fractures of the extremities knitting under Lister's dress¬ 
ing like simple ones ; even comminuted ones, which formerly would have induced 
renewal of the limb, united without an unfavourable symptom. Cancers which 
had been removed with great loss of substance united by first intention : other 
tumours were extirpated, and the operation caused no more inconvenience than 
a simple incision. The smell of putrefaction was banished from wards where 
scores of patients were lying with grave injuries and severe wounds.” 

Surely before what he well calls such “remarkable clinical results attained by 
Lister and his followers,” it is imperatively demanded that the system, which 
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has been so supinely observed only in this country, should be actively and ener¬ 
getically put to the crucial test of experience. We rejoice that Mr. Lister has 
gone to London. He has accepted the gage of battle. If his method is worth¬ 
less, he cannot fail to be attacked and vanquished ; but if it be a genuine and 
important improvement, he will win a Waterloo. 

Any one who wishes to test the system will find himself well informed as to 
materials and methods by the second and larger part of the paper, and very pro¬ 
perly the author insists on the necessity for attention to all the seemingly minute 
and troublesome details, without which only failure may be expected. 

W. W. K. 


Art. XXXV. — Illustrations of Clinical Surgery. By Jonathan Hutchin¬ 
son, F.R.C.S., etc. Fasciculus VII. Folio, pp. 143-172. Philadelphia: 

Lindsay & Blakiston, 1877. 

The attention of the readers of the Journal is again invited to the very hand¬ 
some work of Mr. Hutchinson. Those who are not familiar with the work by 
personal acquaintance have been made aware, from time to time in these pages, 
of its value as a series of surgical portraits. The present fasciculus, No. VII., 
only contains two plates, illustrating acne in xanthelasmic positions, and true 
xanthelasma palpebrarum. 

This affection, first described as viteligoidca plana, would seem to have some 
connection with sick headache, it at least occupies those inner portions of the eye¬ 
lids which are so commonly the seat of pigmentation during an attack of headache 
or biliousness, and is much more common in women than men. In a large pro¬ 
portion of the cases observed and collected by Mr. Hutchinson, the sufferers from 
this affection had been also sufferers from sick headaches. The yellow spots re¬ 
sembling a bit of chamois leather let into the skin, make their appearance in 
middle and advancing life, and beyond their unsightliness cause but little annoy¬ 
ance. Treatment is of but little avail. This affection is complicated sometimes 
with acne, sometimes with minute cysts, and in some cases the leather-like patches 
are somewhat elevated above the surface of the skin, while at others they are per¬ 
fectly level with it. 

Mr. Hutchinson gives a more generous amount of letter press in this fasciculus 
than usual, and the contained table of seventy-four cases gives value to it. The 
plates themselves are beautiful illustrations of eliromo-lithography. While the 
general surgeon will find this number less interesting than some of those which 
have preceded it, he cau hardly fail to agree with us that it forms a suggestive 
part of a beautiful and valuable work—one which must add lustre to the name of 
its author and prove of much service to the profession. S. A. 


Art. XXXVI. — Lectures on Fevers. By Alfred L. Loomis, A.M., M.l)., 
Professor of Pathology and Practical Medicine in the Medical Department of 
the University of the City of New York. 8vo. pp. xii., 403. New York : 
William Wood & Co., 1877. 

These Lectures on Fevers, like those on Diseases of the Lungs, Heart, and 
Kidneys, by the same author, which were published about two years ago, were 
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